
 
Shervin Kianersi - Whispers of the Street 

The text of the work Whispers of the Street changed substantially during the preparations.  
An updated version will be on this page soon. Please come back later. 

 P̶̶i e̶c̶e̶s̶ ̶ o̶̶f  ̶p̶̶ap̶̶er̶s̶ ̶ w̶̶i t̶h̶̶ o̶̶n̶ o̶̶n̶e ̶ s̶ ̶i d̶̶e ̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ t̶e̶x̶ ̶t:̶ 
̶
̶”A̶̶ s̶t̶r̶e̶e̶ ̶t ̶r̶e̶m̶̶em̶̶b̶er̶s̶ ̶ o̶̶u̶r ̶f̶o̶̶o̶ts̶t̶e̶p̶̶s ̶ a̶f̶t̶e̶r̶  ̶w̶̶e ̶ f̶o̶̶rg̶̶e ̶t.̶ 
̶
̶B̶u̶t ̶o̶̶n̶l y̶ ̶ a̶ ̶t ̶n̶̶i g̶̶h̶t.̶ ̶ O̶̶n̶l y̶ ̶ i̶ n̶̶ s̶ ̶i ̶l e̶n̶̶ce̶ ̶. "̶ ̶

̶O̶n̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ o̶̶th̶̶er̶ ̶s̶ ̶i d̶̶e ̶ o̶̶f  ̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ p̶̶ap̶̶er̶  ̶ t̶ i̶ t̶ l̶ e̶ ̶ o̶̶f  ̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ w̶̶o̶rk̶ ̶"̶ ̶W̶h̶i s̶p̶̶er̶s̶ ̶ o̶̶f  ̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ S̶̶tr̶e̶e̶ ̶t”̶.̶ 
̶
̶D̶u̶r i̶ n̶̶g̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ p̶̶er̶f̶o̶̶rm̶̶an̶̶ce̶ ̶: 
̶
̶C̶ar̶r̶y̶ ̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ p̶̶ap̶̶er̶s̶ ̶ i̶ n̶̶ a̶ ̶ s̶m̶̶a ̶l ̶l  ̶p̶̶i ̶l e̶ ̶, ̶ t̶r̶e̶a̶ ̶t i̶ n̶̶g̶ t̶h̶̶em̶̶ l̶ ̶i k̶e̶ ̶ a̶n̶̶ i̶ m̶̶p̶o̶rt̶a̶n̶̶t ̶a̶n̶̶n̶o̶u̶n̶ce̶m̶̶en̶̶t.̶ 
̶
̶H̶an̶̶d̶ t̶h̶̶em̶̶ o̶̶u̶t ̶a̶c̶ ̶t i̶ v̶e̶ ̶l y̶ ̶ –̶ ̶ I̶ n̶̶st̶e̶a̶d̶̶ o̶̶f  ̶d̶̶i s̶c̶r̶e̶e̶ ̶t l̶ y̶ ̶ p̶̶l a̶c̶ ̶i n̶̶g̶ t̶h̶̶em̶̶, ̶ o̶̶ff̶e̶r̶  ̶ t̶h̶̶em̶̶ d̶̶i r̶e̶c̶ ̶t l̶ y̶ ̶ t̶o̶̶ p̶̶as̶s̶e̶r̶s̶b̶̶y ̶ w̶̶i t̶h̶̶ a̶
̶
̶s ̶i m̶̶p̶l e̶ ̶ g̶̶es̶t̶u̶̶re̶ ̶. 
̶
̶U̶se̶ ̶ a̶ ̶ p̶̶h̶ra̶s̶e̶ ̶ t̶o̶̶ e̶n̶̶g̶ag̶̶e ̶ p̶̶eo̶̶p̶l e̶ ̶ –̶ ̶ S̶̶i n̶̶ce̶ ̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ t̶e̶x̶ ̶t ̶ i̶ s̶ ̶ i̶ n̶̶v ̶i s̶ ̶i b̶̶l e̶ ̶, ̶ y̶o̶̶u̶ c̶o̶̶u̶l d̶̶ s̶a̶y̶ ̶ s̶o̶̶m̶e ̶th̶̶i n̶̶g̶ t̶h̶̶a ̶t ̶h̶̶i n̶̶ts̶ ̶ a̶ ̶t ̶ i̶ t̶s̶
̶
̶h̶i d̶̶d̶en̶̶ n̶̶a ̶tu̶̶re̶ ̶, ̶ l̶ ̶i k̶e̶ ̶: 
̶
̶•  ̶"̶ ̶N̶ew̶̶s ̶ f̶o̶̶r  ̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ n̶̶i g̶̶h̶t.̶ "̶ ̶

̶•  ̶"̶ ̶O̶n̶l y̶ ̶ v̶ ̶i s̶ ̶i b̶̶l e̶ ̶ a̶f̶t̶e̶r̶  ̶d̶̶ar̶k̶.̶ "̶ ̶

̶•  ̶"̶ ̶A̶ m̶̶es̶s̶a̶g̶̶e ̶ w̶̶a ̶i t̶ i̶ n̶̶g̶ t̶o̶̶ b̶̶e ̶ s̶e̶e̶n̶̶. "̶ ̶

̶•  ̶O̶̶r  ̶s̶a̶y̶ ̶ n̶̶o̶th̶̶i n̶̶g̶—̶ j u̶̶st̶ ̶h̶̶o̶l d̶̶ t̶h̶̶em̶̶ o̶̶u̶t ̶ l̶ ̶i k̶e̶ ̶ a̶ ̶ s̶ ̶i ̶l e̶n̶̶t ̶s̶t̶r̶e̶e̶ ̶t ̶v̶e̶n̶̶d̶o̶r .̶ 
̶
̶M̶o̶ve̶ ̶ t̶h̶̶ro̶̶u̶g̶h̶ N̶̶i e̶u̶̶w̶st̶r̶a̶a̶ ̶t ̶d̶̶e ̶l ̶i b̶̶er̶a̶ ̶te̶ ̶l y̶ ̶ –̶ ̶ W̶̶a ̶l k̶ ̶u̶̶p̶ a̶n̶̶d̶ d̶̶o̶w̶n̶ l̶ ̶i k̶e̶ ̶ s̶o̶̶m̶eo̶̶n̶e ̶ d̶̶i s̶t̶r̶ i̶ b̶̶u̶t i̶ n̶̶g̶ f̶ l̶ y̶e̶r̶s̶ ̶, 
̶
̶n̶ew̶̶sp̶̶ap̶̶er̶s̶…̶̶

̶Le̶ ̶t ̶p̶̶eo̶̶p̶l e̶ ̶ r̶e̶a̶c̶ ̶t ̶n̶̶a ̶tu̶̶ra̶ ̶l ̶l y̶ ̶ –̶ ̶ S̶̶o̶m̶e ̶ m̶̶i g̶̶h̶t ̶ i̶ g̶̶n̶o̶re̶ ̶ i̶ t̶ ,̶ ̶ o̶̶th̶̶er̶s̶ ̶ m̶̶i g̶̶h̶t ̶ t̶a̶k̶e̶ ̶ i̶ t̶  ̶w̶̶i t̶h̶̶ c̶u̶̶r i̶ o̶̶s ̶i t̶y̶ ̶. ̶ T̶̶h̶e
̶
̶p̶er̶f̶o̶̶rm̶̶an̶̶ce̶ ̶ l̶ ̶i e̶s̶ ̶ i̶ n̶̶ t̶h̶̶e ̶ a̶c̶ ̶t ̶o̶̶f  ̶o̶̶ff̶e̶r̶ i̶ n̶̶g̶ s̶o̶̶m̶e ̶th̶̶i n̶̶g̶ t̶h̶̶a ̶t ̶d̶̶o̶es̶n̶̶’ ̶t ̶ i̶ m̶̶m̶ed̶̶i a̶ ̶te̶ ̶l y̶ ̶ r̶e̶v̶e̶a̶ ̶l  ̶ i̶ t̶s̶e̶ ̶l f̶ .̶ ̶ 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Reports:

 
 
Kathrin: 
Starting at Nieuwstraat, I offered the cards with the text to passers-by. When standing and 
distributing, people avoided me. So I started walking and distributing the cards. There were about 
five slightly interested people that read out the text aloud, three of them with the help of a 
magnifying glass, two read it with their sharp vision only. The readers were all enthousiastic, in 
saw expressions of joy, discovery, and they (the approached people) said they said they found the 
text very poetic.

Most of the people contacted took the card saying "thank you".

My overall experience was that a majority was oversaturated with flyers or scared of religious 
content, therefore refused taking the card.


It was a particular encounter; I found the card rendered it somehow a kind of "trade" or 
"messaging". I wondered if the text had been readable easily, if then people would have asked 
questions or would have commented directly. In any case it was difficult to break/alter the 
perception of the card as message. Most memorable where the moments when people read out 
loud, when the words entered the public space.  


